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We applaud the desire and expectations that all 3™ graders should be reading at grade level. Unfortunately, there

are contributing factors which are preventing these 3™ graders from living up to the desired expectations.

The leading contributing factor as to why these children are not reading is dyslexia, a neurologically based,
inherited condition which varies in degrees of severity from mild, to moderate, to severe, to profound. Dyslexia
impacts a student’s ability to learn in all subjects including English, Sciences, Social Sciences and Math.
According to the National Institute of Health, dyslexia impacts at least 20% of the United States population
which is at least 1 out of every 5 individuals. In a classroom of 30 students there would be 5-6 students with
some degree of dyslexia. Dyslexia is a hidden disability which affects individuals regardless of race, gender,
culture or socioeconomic status. Dyslexics have average or above average intelligence but are often seen as
being inattentive or lazy because they are not reading at grade level. Dyslexia often causes poor self- esteem,
lack of confidence and a poor self-image of themselves as a student. Dyslexia is a life-long disability with no
cure but with remediation and accommodations dyslexics can lead successful lives. Some dyslexics will also
have ADD or ADHD or another learning disability such as dysgraphia (handwriting disability), and dyscalculia
(math disability).

80% of all individuals with a learning disability have trouble with reading which is dyslexia. 40% of all
individuals with ADD or ADHD also have dyslexia.

There has been more research on dyslexia than any other childhood issue. The National Institute of Health and

Human Development has been researching dyslexia since 1978 at the request of Congress.

In 1994, The National Institute of Health released their research results which have been independently

replicated and are now considered to be irrefutable.

o Early intervention is essential for this population

* Dyslexia is identifiable with at least 92% accuracy at ages 5 % - 6 Y%.

* Dyslexia is due to a difficulty processing language. It is not a visual problem, and people with dyslexia
do not see words or letters backwards

* Reading failure caused through dyslexia is highly preventable through direct, explicit instruction in
phonemic awareness. .

o Of children who display reading problems in the first grade, 74% will be poor readers in the 9 grade
and into adulthood unless they receive iﬂfomed and explicit instruction on phonemic awareness.

Children do not mature out of their reading difficulties.



o The current testing utilized by our nation’s public schools to establish eligibility for special education

services is not a valid diagnostic test for dyslexia.

Research during the past 100 years does not support the use of grade retention as an intervention for academic
achievement. Research also shows that retention at any level is associated with higher high school dropout rates

as well as other negative side effects.
More specific research on retention includes:

o Temporary gains may occur but numerous studies show that achievement gains decline two to three
years after retention. Without targeted interventions that address the needs of low-achieving students
most retained students do not catch up to their nonretained peers.

o Grade retention has a negative effect on all areas of achievement. Most importantly research shows that
retention has the most negative effect on reading.

o There is no evidence of any positive effect on long-term school achievement for students who were
retained.

® Grade retention predicts health compromising behaviors in adolescents such as emotional distress, poor
peer relations, smoking, alcohol use, drug abuse, driving or engaging in sexual activity while under the
influence, early onset of sexual activity, suicidal intentions and violent behaviors.

e  Adults, who were retained in school as children are more likely to be unemployed, living on public

assistance or in prison than adults who did not repeat a grade.

This one issue, unremediated dyslexia connects all the dots, it connects the out of school suspensions and low

graduation rates which leads students to the school to prison pipeline. 66% of all state inmates have a learning
disability.

We realize that this bill is not meant to be punitive but in reality for the children that will be retained it is. The

children want to learn how to read but for some reason they aren’t reading at grade level which is due to

dyslexia, ineffective reading programs or ineffective teaching.

The solution to this problem is to identify and assess all students for risk of dyslexia and remediate all students

who have been identified as being dyslexic.

Based on the collective research on dyslexia we would like to recommend passing a dyslexia law in the State of

Michigan which would include:

* Define dyslexia and acknowledge its existence by creating a universal definition and understanding of

“dyslexia” in the State education code.



e Mandatory screening tests for all students for dyslexia

e Mandatory dyslexia remediation programs, which can be accessed by both general and special education
populations.

® Mandatory teacher training on dyslexia, its warning signs and appropriate interventions strategies.
Establish dyslexia and learning disability instruction in the colleges and universities who provide
teaching degrees

® Access to appropriate “assistive technology™ in the public school setting for students with dyslexia and

other learning disabilities. Accommodate all students with dyslexia and other learning disabilities.

There are currently at least nine excellent reading programs that are available for the dyslexic student. Some of
these programs can be used in the classroom for both the dyslexic and nondyslexic students. There are also

highly effective screening tools in use today to screen for the risk of dyslexia.

We have the opportunity to launch a new initiative to ensure that all of Michigan’s students are reading by the
end of 3" grade through innovative programs to identify, screen, remediate, and accommodate dyslexia and

related learning disabilities.



Lawrence Kloth’s Comments

If this bill becomes a law, I would have been one of those 3™ graders who would have been retained. If]
had been retained I would have been profoundly affected. I still would not know that I have dyslexia and would

not have been remediated.

I have struggled my entire life with dyslexia and dysgraphia. In 4™ grade, I was failing most of my classes and
with my parents” permission I left school to be homeschooled. I was fortunate to have the resources to go
Denver, Colorado where I was diagnosed with severe dyslexia. Prior to going to Colorado I was diagnosed
twice with a reading disorder but received no guidance from anywhere as to how to help me. The diagnosis of

dyslexia was a relief and gave me hope that I could be successful.

I did go back to school in 7™ grade with accommodations for my dyslexia. I attended Grand Rapids Catholic
Central High School who also accommodated me and graduated in 2011. During my junior and senior years I
was dual enrolled at Catholic Central and Lake Michigan Academy, a school for learning disabilities. I am
currently a junior at Hope College in Holland Michigan. I have a 3.44 GPA and was on the Dean’s List both
semesters last year. I was recently inducted into the National Political Science Honor Society. I am majoring in
Political Science and Leadership. My accommodations at Hope College include a reader and a scribe, extra

time, student’s notes and use of assistive technology.

Had I been screened for dyslexia at the end of kindergarten and remediated in a reading program that works for
dyslexics I would not have had the many struggles I faced and would probably not need as many

accommodations as I need in school today.

I am a success story but all dyslexics can be just as successful provided they are identified, screened and

correctly remediated.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact Anne Kloth or Lawrence Kloth Jr. at 616 443-6298 or
annesk1976@mac.com.
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Well-Known
Orton-Gillingham based Systems

These are the most well-known Orton-Gillingham based systems.

Barton Reading & Spelling System
Designed for one-on-one tutoring of children, teenagers and adultg by parents, volunteer

Published by Bright Solutions for Dyslexia in California,
www.BartonReading.com
408-559-3652

Orton-Gillingham

The pure, unchanged, original method. Taught by Eileen Faggiano, Orton Gillingham
Associates, in Massachussetts,

781-934-5548

Slingerland
Designed for classroom settings of young children in the first, second, and third grades.
The Slingerland Institute is in Washington,

www.slingerland.org

425-453-1190

MTA (Multi-sensory Teaching Approach)
Edmar Educatijona] Services in Texas,
wWww.mtsedmar.com

972-552-1090

Alphabetic Phonics (new version is called Take Flight)
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children in Texas.
214-559-7800

Wilson Reading System

Wilson Language Training Corporation in Massachussetts,
Www.wilsonlanguage.com

800-899-8454
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Language!

Sopris West, which was acquired by Cambium Leaming Group.
www.soprislearning.com

800-547-6747

Project Read

by Enfield and Greene

Published by The Language Circle in Minnesota.
www.projectread.com

612-884-4880

Recipe for Reading

Published by Educators Publishing Service (EPS)
www.eps.schoolspecialty.com

516-242-8943

Preventing Academic Failure (PAF)
Published by Educators Publishing Service (EPS)
www.pafprogram.com

845-279-8810
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